
Biblical Teaching 

Read – Learn - Grow 

Highly recommended Bibles  

English Standard 

Version 

Published in 2008.  

Over 1 million copies 

sold.  Extensive study 

notes.  

NIV Study Bible 

Fully-revised edition 

2020. Extensive  

introductions to each 

book. Archaeological 

notes. World’s  

bestselling.  

Youth Bible 

Jan & Michael Beer say: 

We find the Youth Bible 

useful because it has 

many true life stories to 

illuminate Bible passages. 

You Version 

The most popular English language 

Bible app – 500 million downloads. 

Multiple translations, side-by-side 

format for comparison.  

Websites  
Premier Christianity (UK’s leading 

Christian magazine with wide variety of 

online articles)  

www.premierchristianity.com 
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What helps you engage with the Bible?    Ven Trevor Reader 
 

As a father of a large family I obviously got into the routine 

of reading bedtime stories to the children. Then I  

discovered that they just loved stories from the bible,  

stories that were just the right length for bedtime and 

which were often very dramatic. The story of David and 

Goliath for example from the Old Testament, the birth 

narratives of Jesus, and then those amazing miracles like 

changing water into wine!  
 

There are versions of the Bible  

suitable for all ages. This gives children a good  

grounding in the bible stories and lets them know 

from an early age that reading the bible is ”cool”! 
 

As a grown up I have appreciated a wide range of  

approaches to reading the bible. It’s good sometimes 

to study the texts in more detail using published  

commentaries on that text to give you a better under-

standing. I have found the following commentaries  

particularly helpful: 
 

• William Temple’s original study of St John’s gospel is a  

masterpiece.... concise but inspirational. You may find a 

copy in a second hand bookshop. Grab it! 
 

• Tom Wright’s For Everyone series makes very accessible 

reading and provide a good backdrop - I’ve enjoyed them all.  

But he is also a serious Academic Theologian and his more 

weighty tome on ”The Resurrection of the Son of 

God” is a masterpiece.   

 



• Whilst it is good to study the alone, I have also enjoyed studying alongside 

others, say in a house group.  So often someone in the group will come 

up with fresh insights which enriches your understanding of that text.  Just 

share your thoughts and 

be challenged afresh.  
 

• The group setting is often 

an excellent one in which 

to explore meditating on 

a text.  This involves 

carefully reading the Bible 

text and then meditating on it in silence using your imagination. Imagine 

for example that you are at the wedding reception when Jesus turns  

water into wine!  What do you feel? How do you react?  What gets you 

annoyed? Etc., etc… 
 

Websites continued… 

Three amongst the 10 most popular curated English language Christian 
blogs . 

achalmersblog.com  challis.com     thegospelcoalition.com 

Based in Scotland  Based in Canada     Based in the USA  

 

 

www.bibleproject.com 

 

 

Short visual explanations that show how the Bible is a unified story that 

points to Jesus. (Book overviews, How to read the Bible, biblical themes, 

word studies and visual commentaries).  Well worth a look!   

 

www.biblehub.com 

 

 

Featuring topical, Greek and Hebrew study tools, plus concordances,  

commentaries, and dictionaries. 30 English Bible translations.  Also available 

as a smartphone app. 



What helps you engage with the Bible?    Rev’d Ann Leonard 
 

Personally speaking, sermon prep makes me look up 

various commentaries to get me started and I often find 

I am wanting to read more than just what is  
relevant to the sermon. 
 

I also turn to people I  

consider to be good  

preachers and/or good  

theologians - Paula Gooder, 

Rowan Williams,  Sam Wells, 

and Tom Wright spring to 

mind. 
 

One thing that’s good to do is to read one of the 
shorter Bible books in one go - I am thinking of the 

New Testament - or read larger chunks of longer 

books.   
 

What helps you engage with the Bible?     Rev’d Dr Paul Chamberlain 
 

I can’t recommend highly enough Tom Wright’s For  

Everyone series on the New Testament, and also John 

Goldingay’s Old Testament for Everyone series as well.  

Both series take the Bible passage by passage and  

explains the history and theology involved. 
 

If you want some hard core but wonderful history, 

then NT Wright’s Christian Origins and the Question of 

God series is well worth a read.  The second book,  

Jesus and the Victory of God, has probably shaped my 

faith more than anything else  

other than the Bible itself - it introduced me to the  

historical Jesus, a man I could truly worship and follow. 
 

But the Bible isn’t just to be read, it’s to be prayed as 

well.  So I also recommend Morning and Evening Prayer, 

which is basically praying the Bible back to God, and has 

a 3-year cycle which takes in the whole thing -  

including the obscure bits we don’t normally read.  I 

love it!  Join us on Facebook or download the app and 

pray on your own. 



What helps you engage with the Bible?    Rev’d Joan Ross 
 

In our weekly services at St Faiths we, like many other congregations, use 

short Lectionary readings from Hebrew Scripture, Psalms, Gospels and  

Epistles. Over a three year cycle we cover a lot of ground and are guided  

collectively through the key seasons of Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, 

Easter and Pentecost. Yet personally I don’t read any other books like that; 

when I get a book from the library I read it whole, usually starting on page 1 

and resisting the urge to discover the ending first.  
 

So one of my suggestions is to find a trusted,  

contemporary translation of the Bible, such as Eugene 

H. Peterson’s The Message, and read straight through 

one of the Gospels in as many sittings as it takes you. 

A grasp of the whole gives a better understanding of 

the purpose of shorter passages.  
 

When you read ask yourself: 

• How does this passage I’m currently reading relate 

to what comes before it, or after it? 

• What does it say about God? 

• What is Jesus saying or doing?  What are his followers saying or doing? 
 

Be curious, ask questions, get understanding, then reflect: What does this 

Scripture say to me? 
 

It may help to express this reflection in conversation, or a journal entry, 

prayer, a poem or song, mind-mapping or drawing; there may be actions to 

take in response. These are all ways in which Scripture shapes our thinking, 

being and doing. 
 

A word of caution, though: not everything in the Bible is easy to understand. 

We are reading ancient Scriptures that originate in very different languages 

and cultures from our 21st century western societies where, for example,  

scientific worldviews prevail.  Don’t expect to read those worldviews naively 

backwards into expressions of faith from prior millenia. I’ve found the best 

starting point is an attitude of humility and respect before Scripture,  

accepting that I’m the learner here.  
 

Ask yourself: what do I learn about how we live today by reading these Scrip-

tures from very different times and places to our own?  And finally, share 

your thoughts, learnings, puzzlements and inspirations! There is yet more 

light to be revealed …. 



 
 

 
https://www.christianweb.org.uk/an-a-to-z-of-bible-reading-notes/ 
 

This website contains links to many different Bible reading plans and re-

sources:  everything from bite-sized readings covering the whole Bible in 

just 100 days to in-depth study.  We are spoilt for choice…! 
 

www.gotquestions.org 

Do you have a question about God, Jesus, the Bi-

ble, or theology? Do you need help understanding 

a Bible verse or passage? Are there any spiritual 

issues in your life for which you need advice or counsel? 
 

For children & young people 
Table Talk 

Bible discovery for families 
 

XTB (Explore the Bible) 

A range of Bible reading notes designed especially for 

7-10 year olds.   
 

Discover 

Engage 

Two different series of Bible reading notes for  

teenagers. 
 

All these, and more, are available from The Good 

Book Company 

www.thegoodbook.co.uk 

our%20range%20of%20Bible%20reading%20notes%20designed%20especially%20for%207-10%20year%20olds.


The Bible Reading Fellowship   Gillian Sinclair 
 

When 1 first joined St Faith's in 2005, 1 was invited by a 

member of the congregation to take responsibility for the 

distribution of readings to a thriving group who  

regularly ordered some of the publications from this 

worldwide registered charity. This encouraged me to look 

more closely at parts of the Bible I might  

otherwise not have read and to find time in each day,  

usually at the beginning or end, to engage with the Scriptures.  
 

In my case I find New Daylight accessible and it seems that 

is especially helpful among our congregation for people new 

to reading the Bible daily and to those who travel away from 

home; the reflections, based on a short passage from the 

Bible, use people's own experiences relating to the chosen 

passage.  
 

Very often this leads to a desire to look at the wider biblical 

context and to reflect more deeply at the importance of our 

relationship with God and with each other. Each reflection relates clearly to 

situations which we all experience: the beauty of our planet, generosity of  

people, our cries for help in the depths of unimaginable suffering, despair,  

anger, loss; most of all God's enduring love. Each day's reflection enables us to 

relate to the Bible and to the experience of the writer and arouses our  

curiosity to learn more.  
 

Alongside New Daylight members of our congregation  

order Upper Room and Guidelines. The Bible Reading  

Fellowship publishes an interesting variety of books and tape 

recordings and facilitates retreats and quiet days. A group 

membership such as we have allows a discount for books 

purchased through us. The reflections can also be accessed 

online and via smartphone.  
 

In their centenary year, the BRF is publishing the BRF Book of 365 Bible  

Reflections, a wide-ranging resource designed to help us go deeper into the 

story of the Bible and reflect on how we can share it in our everyday lives.  
 

Do have a look at the BRF material on their website: www.brf.org.uk, and if 

you’d like me to order some material for you, please see me on a Sunday or 

call me on 023 9255 1617.  



Recommended books  

 

Time Well Spent by Colin Webster 
A practical guide to developing your daily  

devotionals;  70 pages, published in the UK - £2.99 

ISBN   978-1913896072  

 

Read This First  

by Gary Millar 
A simple guide to getting the 

most from the Bible;  

115 pages, published in the 

UK -  £7.99 

ISBN   978-1784986834  

 

How To Read The  

Bible For All Its 

Worth 

By Gordon D Fee and Douglas Stewart 
ISBN 978-0310517825  

Biblical interpretation for both beginning and  

experienced Bible readers. A new edition of a  

classic book. 

£12ish, depending on where you get it from! 

 

 
 

 

The New Testament For Everyone series by Tom Wright 

The Old Testament for Everyone series by John Goldingay 
All published by SPCK in the UK 

Every book of the Bible covered, passage by passage - worth their weight in 

gold. 
 

Don’t forget to support our local shops rather than  

Amazon - most books can be ordered  

from Lee Book Shop! 

amzn.to/3t59GN7

