8th & 9th Sundays
after Trinity

Fortnightly Notes
25th July & 1st August 2021

Church celebration & picnic - 10.30am Sunday 25th July

25th July is a special day - it will be the first Sunday after pandemic restrictions
are lifted, and also Mary’s last day as curate at St Faith’s. To mark these events,
we are going to hold a special outdoor service for the whole church community
at 10.30am, followed by a picnic. This will be a great opportunity to gather
together, to thank God for Mary’s time with us, and to mark the end of this
phase of the pandemic.
Please do bring something to sit on, and a picnic, including drinks. This will be
the only church service at St Faith’s that day.

Our services in August
Sundays
8am
9.30am
11am

Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion
In St Faith’s and occasionally online
Parish Eucharist
In St Faith’s and online every week
Sundays@11 outdoors (by the Parish Centre). Bring something to
sit on! If it’s raining, we’ll meet in the Bulson Hall

Thursdays
11.30am Communion service at St Faith’s.

Coronavirus and services keeping everyone safe
On 19th July, the government removed
most legal restrictions in England relating
to the coronavirus pandemic. However, the virus has not gone away, so for
the next few weeks these safety measures will be in place at St Faith’s,
in order to keep everyone safe:
• We encourage everyone to wear face coverings when indoors at services
• Please sanitsise your hands when you arrive
• We encourage everyone to main some social distancing, and we ask people
to sit at the aisle end of one row, the wall end of the next, and so on. We
will put markers on seats to make this clear
• We will continue to share The Peace as we have been doing for some time,
with making the sign language peace sign, and saying “peace be with you”
• We will continue to share Holy Communion as we have been doing, with
the president coming to the congregation, and only the president receiving
wine
The Good News:
• We will be able to sing indoors! (But if you can,
please keep your face coverings on)
• You no longer need to book for services - just
turn up. (The Welcome Team will record your
name, as we still need to keep a list of people present for now)

Plant Sale - thank you!
We were blessed with another glorious day
a lthoug h ra ther too hot whic h
perhaps kept some people away or on the
beach. Nevertheless the team pulled out all
the stops to sell a wide selection of plants and
those which were left were placed on tables
outside the Lowry Room. Paul took photographs and placed them on Facebook, watered them and put them inside overnight and raised more than £100
to bring the total up to around £740. An excellent result and we are very
grateful to the team and the growers for all their help, and to the customers
who made their purchases. Frank and Cecily

Special thanks to Frank and Cecily for all their hard work in making both Plant
Sales happen! - Paul.

Thoughts for the Day changes - update
Over the last 15 months Jan Beer has been writing daily reflections, which we
have been sending to people in the church, particularly those who are not
online and who have not been able to attend services. We’re really grateful to
Jan for writing the Thoughts for the Day, and would like
to thank her for all she has done.
Jan has had to stop writing the Thought for the
Day a little earlier than planned, so there won’t
be any more editions.

Jan suggests that if you’d like to continue having daily reflections that you consider the Upper Room Daily Notes
that she & Michael use, which are similar in format to the
Thoughts for the Day. “We can all read them still on the
same day”, say Jan.
If you’d like to receive the Upper
Room notes, which cost £18 per year, Gillian Sinclair can
order them for you, or you can order them for yourselves
online from the Bible Reading Fellowship (https://
www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/the-upper-room) or by
phone on 01865 319700.
If you would like Gillian to order the Upper Room for
you, please contact the church office by the start of
August.

Grounds Morning - Monday 26th July
There’s quite a lot of pruning to do in our lovely
grounds around Victoria Square, so we’re going to have
a Grounds Morning at 10am on Monday 26th July. If
you have them, please bring with you secateurs, loppers
and general gardening kit. If we have a good number of
people, we should be able to do the work in a couple of
hours. Any questions, please speak to Cliff Rook (023
9255 1300; cliff.rook9@gmail.com).
Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian community of all
ages and all stages of faith, nurturing spiritual growth, and
representing God’s living presence in our town.

Traidcraft Stall 1st August
The Traidcraft stall will be held after the Parish
Eucharist on Sunday 1st August. Do purchase your fair trade
food etc! Cecily and Frank Parkinson

Service plans from September
From September, our Sunday service pattern will be:
8am
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion
9.15am
Parish Eucharist
11am
Sundays@11 (will start at 11.10am)
6pm
Monthly Choral Evensong (first Sunday of the month)
This will be for a trial period until January. In the New Year, the PCC will be
asking for feedback on this pattern, and will make a decision about the longer
term at the PCC meeting in late January.
The PCC met this week and had a long discussion about service times, and
have made this decision because:
• We want to give the Parish Eucharist time to breathe, and to take our time
over the service, without clock-watching
• We want to give more time for refreshments afterwards, and especially to
allow more time for Paul to chat with people, now that Mary is leaving.
This is a key moment for pastoral care, and we don’t want people to say
“we never see the vicar…”.
The PCC is aware that moving the Parish Eucharist to 9.15am might be a
challenge for some people, which is why this is a trial period and will be
reviewed in the New Year. If you have questions or concerns now, please do
speak to Paul, Mike or Luke as the wardens, or any member of the PCC.

Welcome Team
As we slowly return to a more
normal time, we need some new
people to join our Welcome Teams.
These are the people who greet
people as they arrive at a service, and
who help visitors to feel welcome.
More welcomers are particularly needed at the Parish Eucharist and
Sundays@11. If you were on the Welcome Team in the past and would like
to re-join, or would be willing to help in this important role, please do contact
Rita Morgan on 023 9255 4078 or ritamorgan54@outlook.com.

st

Sunday Refreshments

On 1 August we are planning to restart
serving refreshments after the Parish Eucharist and
before Sundays@11. as we did before the pandemic.
Angela Torroni is going to coordinate the teams of
people to do this.
There is a rota for each Sunday of the month, and
generally people volunteer to help on a particular
Sunday (1st, 2nd, etc) of the month. The role involves
setting up before the Parish Eucharist, service drinks afterwards, and then
tidying up.
We need some new volunteers to join the refreshments team - if you would
like to be involved please do contact Angela on 023 9255 6934.

Covid rules at refreshment time
You will be able to take your face coverings off when having a drink
We will keep the doors and windows of the Bulson Hall open, to increase
air flow
• If you would like to, why not take your drinks outside?
•
•

Congratulations to…
Matt and Janey Giacomini, who recently were
married at All Saints, Minstead.

Please pray for…
Ezra Robles (below) and his parents Ruth and Andy,
and sister Gabi (1), who have recently joined the
church community at Sundays@11. On Sunday 11th
July Ruth gave birth to Ezra at 26 weeks, which is
very premature.
Andy is in the Navy, and flew
back home to be with the
family.
Ezra is now in
hospital in Southampton, and
will likely be in hospital for
many months as he grows.

For your prayers in these weeks

Collect for 8th Sunday after Trinity (25th July)
Almighty Lord and everlasting God,
we beseech you to direct, sanctify and govern
both our hearts and bodies in the ways of your laws
and the works of your commandments;
that through your most mighty protection, both here and ever,
we may be preserved in body and soul;
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for the 9th Sunday after Trinity (1st August)
Almighty God, who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Those who are unwell: Rose Pugh, Rebecca Hawkins, Andrew George,
Rona Johnson, Ezra Robles
Those who have died: Ruth Tallantire, Vernon Moorman
Please pray for:
• Our country and its leaders as pandemic restrictions are lifted
• The work of Christian Aid across the world. You can find out more about
specific things to pray for here: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/pray
• The work of our local food bank. See here:
https://friendsofthehomeless.org.uk
• Mary, as she finishes her time here at St Faith’s, and moves to her new role
as chaplain at King’s College Cambridge in September

Morning Prayer on Facebook, and Thursday Prayer Meeting
are taking a break in August
There will be no Morning Prayer on Facebook, or Thursday Prayer Meeting, in
August. You can keep saying Morning Prayer using the smartphone app, which
is free to download from your App Store. And keep praying more generally,
even if we’re not meeting on Zoom to pray on Thursdays! God is not on
holiday, even if we are….

Making the Christian life more complicated than it needs to be
We sometimes make the Christian life more complicated than it ought to be. The
only thing that really matters in any context or any circumstance is obedience to
God’s will as it is revealed in God’s Word. Thus it is always necessary, and never
superfluous, to search the Bible to know the mind of God. https://bit.ly/3eiEeV3
Finding hope when you’ve made mistakes with your children
The overall gist of many parenting books was that if I could just learn to parent according to the author’s “perfect” plan, I could raise a nearly-flawless child. This is
laughable now, but I… was looking for help wherever I could find it. After years of
mistakes I began wondering if my clearly not-flawless parenting was hurting my kids.
https://bit.ly/3yZvBqA
How would you summarise the Old Testament in 2000 words?
In his commentary on the book of Hebrews for the Evangelical Biblical Theology
Commentary published by Lexham, Tom Schreiner provides a good summary of the
entire Old Testament storyline, reprinted below with permission. [I’ve added headings.] https://bit.ly/3yStpRw
The Word of God in a quiet voice
Most of us would love to have a clear, personal experience of God. We’d all like the
spectacular things we see sometimes in the Bible to happen to us. There are
streams of Christianity that actively aim for these kinds of experiences, trying to find
some special feeling of God and powerful demonstration of his power. But…
https://bit.ly/3hCdH7q

Ruth Tallentire’s funeral
Ruth is a long-standing member of the St Faith’s community, and recently died
at age 97. Her funeral will be held at St Faith’s at 1pm Wednesday 11 th
August, and all who knew Ruth are welcome to come. Ruth and her twin
sister Claire lived together; please do pray for Claire at this sad time.
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