Fortnightly Notes
11th & 18th July 2021
6th & 7th Sundays after Trinity

Our services at present
Sundays
8am

9.30am
11am

Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion
In St Faith’s and sometimes online. No need to book.
Parish Eucharist
In St Faith’s and online every week.
Please book in advance by contacting Ruth (details on the back
page).
Sundays@11 outdoors (by the Parish Centre). No need to book just turn up. Bring something to sit on! If it’s raining, we’ll meet in
the Bulson Hall.

Thursdays
11.30am Communion service at St Faith’s. No need to book-just turn up.

Church celebration & picnic - 10.30am Sunday 25th July

25th July is a special day - it will be the first Sunday after pandemic restrictions
are lifted, and also Mary’s last day as curate at St Faith’s. To mark these events,
we are going to hold a special outdoor service for the whole church community
at 10.30am, followed by a picnic. This will be a great opportunity to gather
together, to thank God for Mary’s time with us, and to mark the end of this
phase of the pandemic.
Please do bring something to sit on, and a picnic, including drinks. This will be
the only church service that day.

First Aid course
9am-4pm Saturday 17th July
We have a few spaces on the First Aid course on
Saturday 17th July. If you would like to come, either to
renew a first aid qualification, or to get one for the first
time, please let Paul know (contact details on the back
page).

Thoughts for the Day changes
Over the last 15 months Jan Beer has been writing
daily reflections, which we have been sending to
people in the church, particularly those who are
not online and who have not been able to attend
services. We’re really grateful to Jan for writing
the Thoughts for the Day, and would like to thank
her for all she has done.
Jan plans to stop writing the Thoughts for the Day
at the end of August as “there are many things I
need to do in the house etc. that just keep being
put back for another time!”. Jan suggests that if
you’d like to continue having daily reflections that you consider the Upper
Room Daily Notes that she & Michael use, which
are similar in format to the Thoughts for the Day.
“We can all read them still on the same day”, say
Jan.
If you’d like to receive the Upper Room notes,
which cost £18 per year, Gillian Sinclair can order
them for you, or you can order them for yourselves
online from the Bible Reading Fellowship (https://
www.brfonline.org.uk/collections/the-upper-room)
or by phone on 01865 319700.
If you would like Gillian to order the Upper Room
for you, please contact the church office by the
start of August.
Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian community of all
ages and all stages of faith, nurturing spiritual growth, and
representing God’s living presence in our town.

Traidcraft Stalls
The Traidcraft stall will be held after the Parish Eucharist on
Sunday 11th July, 17th July at the plant sale and again on Sunday
25th July. Do purchase your fair trade food etc!
Cecily and Frank Parkinson

Recycling Hub update
Thanks to everyone who is bringing recycling to the
Recycling Hub in the south porch.
The list of things which we can recycle is very
specific: please can you only put in items which
are listed on the posters above the bins? The
posters also explain which items cannot be put
in.
There is also a detailed leaflet with this information.
You can pick up a paper copy of this leaflet from the
south porch, or download a copy here:
https://www.stfaithslee.org/recycling_hub/

Recycling Hub: Helpers needed please
Would you be able to spare a little time to help our
existing team check, empty and store (in the church
shed) the crisp packets, bread bags and Tetrapaks?
If you would be willing to join the rota for this, please contact Elaine at
peopleandplanet@stfaithslee.org.uk.
Did you know that you can recycle your used and empty medicine
blister packets at Superdrug? We are always interested in hearing about
different items which can be recycled locally so please share any information
you have at peopleandplanet@stfaithslee.org.uk
Thank you, Elaine and Mandy

Summer Fete - not this year
We tried really hard to find a date to hold the Summer Fete in early
September, but we couldn’t find one. So we’ve decided not to hold a Summer
Fete this year. We will be back in 2022 though! Thanks to everyone who
volunteered to help.

Another Plant Sale - 10.30am Saturday 17th July
After the very successful Sale in June, we hope you have continued growing for
another Sale on the 17th July. The vicar’s rhubarb will be ready so if you missed
out last year, now is your chance. As before, we would appreciate your
contributions on Friday afternoon in the Lowry Room, but NOT before 3.45 pm
due to other activities. Thank very much for all your efforts, we could not have
raised such magnificent amounts without them. Frank and Cecily Parkinson

Thank you from Cliff
Last Sunday at St Faith's APCM, I stood down after nine
years as Churchwarden, an appointment that has been
an honour and privilege to hold. During that time I have
received a lot of encouragement and support from many
people in our congregations. I was surprised and
overwhelmed by the very generous gift I received from
so many of you. Thank you so much for your prayers,
thoughts and generosity, I feel incredibly blessed. Thank
you. Cliff Rook

Annual Parochial Church Meeting news

We held the APCM on Sunday 4th July, at which we looked back at 2020, and
Paul gave an update on latest developments in 2021. At the APCM, Luke
Marshall became our new church warden, and we elected Cliff Rook, Brian
Mansbridge, Kim Mcdonald and Geoff Olsen to the PCC. Thanks to all of them
for taking on these important roles.

Grounds Morning - Monday 26th July
There’s quite a lot of pruning to do in our lovely
grounds around Victoria Square, so we’re going to have
a Grounds Morning at 10am on Monday 26th July. If
you have them, please bring with you secateurs, loppers
and general gardening kit. If we have a good number of
people, we should be able to do the work in a couple of
hours. Any questions, please speak to Cliff Rook (023
9255 1300; cliff.rook9@gmail.com).

Sunday Refreshments
In August we hope to be able to start serving
refreshments after the Parish Eucharist and before
Sundays@11. as we did before the pandemic. Angela
Torroni is going to coordinate the teams of people to
do this.
We would welcome new people to get involved with
serving refreshments - if you would like to be
involved please do contact Angela on 023 9255 6934.

Contemporary Issues series seminar
7.30pm Friday 23rd July

On 13th and 20th June, Mary preached in our
Contemporary Issues sermon series on Power and Sex,
and then on Power and Race. If you didn’t hear the
sermons, we do encourage you to watch them - they
are both available on the St Faith’s YouTube Channel.
We know that these are significant themes which have touched the lives of
people in the church community, and many more elsewhere. We would
therefore like to give people an opportunity to discuss these themes in more
detail at a seminar at 7.30pm Friday 23rd July in the Parish Centre. Do join us
that evening.

Congratulations to Stephen and Halle!
Congratulations to Stephen and Halle on the birth of
their daughter Aanuoluwa, or Aanu for short. Halle
and Aanu are home and well.

For your prayers in these weeks

Collect for 6th Sunday after Trinity (11th July)
Merciful God, you have prepared for those who love you
such good things as pass our understanding:
pour into our hearts such love toward you
that we, loving you in all things and above all things,
may obtain your promises, which exceed all that we can desire;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Collect for the 7th Sunday after Trinity (18th July)
Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good things:
graft in our hearts the love of your name,
increase in us true religion,
nourish us with all goodness,
and of your great mercy keep us in the same;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Those who are unwell: Rose Pugh, Rebecca Hawkins, Andrew George,
Rona Johnson, Ruth Tallantire
Those who have died: Frank Skinner, Terry Godfrey
Anniversaries of death: 15th July: Keith Ross, 26th July: Richard Kempen
Please pray for:
• Our country and its leaders as pandemic restrictions are lifted
• The work of Christian Aid across the world. You can find out more about
specific things to pray for here: https://www.christianaid.org.uk/pray
• The work of our local food bank. See here:
https://friendsofthehomeless.org.uk

The depressing dead end of ‘your truth’
‘Your truth’. (Oprah Winfrey, Golden Globes 2018) Those two words are so
entrenched in our lexicon today that we hardly recognize them for the incoherent
nightmare that they are. It sounds freeing to just “live your truth,” without the
restrictive boundaries of moral police and stodgy institutions. But in reality it’s a
burden. https://bit.ly/3qMRlTw
How do I know that God will help me when I’m in trouble?
Suffering tempts us to forget that the Lord walks beside us in our difficulty and pain.
We push this reality out of our minds because all suffering feels like God has
abandoned us when nothing could be further from the truth. How do we know this
though? Psalm 121 stands as a clear reminder of this vital truth.
https://bit.ly/3yxhUPv
Get God’s sovereignty right and the rest falls into place
Understanding God’s absolute sovereignty over everything goes a really long way to
helping us understand so much about the Christian life. So many of the thorny
problems we encounter, so many of the questions we have, can be helpfully
approached with a proper understanding of God’s sovereignty.
https://bit.ly/3dP6nTH

Is it coming home? We will see…. But in honour of England’s place in the
Euro 2020 finals on Sunday 11th August:

www.stfaithslee.org.uk
www.stfaithsparishcentre.org.uk
www.facebook.com/stfaithslee
Search ‘St Faith’s Lee YouTube’
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