Fortnightly Notes
30th May 2021 & 6th June
Trinity Sunday and 1st Sunday after Trinity

Our services at present
Sundays
8am
9.30am
11am

Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion
In St Faith’s and online (13th and 20th June). No need to book.
Parish Eucharist
In St Faith’s and online every week.
Please book in advance by contacting Ruth (details on the back
page).
Sundays@11 outdoors (by the Parish Centre). No need to book just turn up. Bring something to sit on!

Thursdays
11.30am Communion service at St Faith’s. No need to book-just turn up.

Youth Group
Charity Car Wash
Sunday 30th May
9am - 12noon
Kids for Christ (KfC), our youth group, will be washing cars in the church car
park in aid of the Salvation Army of St Vincent and the Grenadines, for their
work with people displaced by the eruption of the La Soufriere volcano in April.
One of our KFC members has family who have been affected by this disaster.
To have your car washed, simply bring it to the church car park from
9am on Sunday, or before Sundays@11, and the young people will
wash it while you're at a service.
Minimum charge for a car wash is £5,
although you could give more! The
church car park will be closed for any
vehicles not being washed, but there will
be access to the disabled parking spaces
for those who need it.
Thank you for supporting our young
people in their fundraising!

Plans for services once coronavirus restrictions
are removed

When pandemic restrictions are lifted (at the earliest on 21st June), the PCC
has decided that our new service pattern will be:
Sundays
8am
Book of Common Prayer Holy Communion
9.15am
Parish Eucharist (note the new time)
11am
Sundays@11
6pm
Choral Evensong (monthly)
Thursdays
11.30am Holy Communion
We are slightly moving the time of the Parish Eucharist to allow a greater gap
between that and Sundays@11. This will allow more time for
refreshments and socialising, and for a longer transition between the two
services.
• We are not going to return to a weekly Evening Prayer service on Sundays,
but instead hold a monthly Choral Evensong.
• We will continue to live stream the Parish Eucharist every week, and the 8am
service when we can. We won’t live stream Sundays@11 at all. We will
probably live stream the monthly choral evensong.
•

We are looking forward to being able to sing together inside again—although
we don’t know at present whether there will be any continuing restrictions on
singing and other activities.

Building work update
The building work is progressing! The first gutters have been removed and
sent for cleaning and painting. We didn’t know whether the gutters would be
easy to remove, but they are not causing a problem.
However, the builders have identified that there is asbestos in the upper
window surrounds. We are waiting for the results of a specialist survey to see
what type of asbestos it is and what actions are needed.

The first gutter
removed from
the church
building

Sundays@11 - plans for the future
The ethos of Sundays@11 is that we all muck-in and contribute to
the life of the community, so we’re looking for everyone who is part
of that service to get involved in Sundays@11 as we restart indoors see below for particular ways you might contribute.

Music at Sundays@11
Once we’re back indoors we want to return to live music
at Sundays@11. We’d like to boost what we do, with
regular band practices and a good range of instruments
and singers. If you would like to be part of the Worship
Band at Sundays@11, please speak to Bridget Dean on
07703 655293 or email her at bridgetdea@aol.com

Kids@11 - plans to restart in-person
Once pandemic restrictions are lifted, and Sundays@11 is indoors, we will
restart our Kids@11 groups, covering pre-school, infant, junior and secondary
school aged children. These are really important, as they give our children and
young people some time for age-specific input.
We’re looking for people who would be willing to lead and assist with
our Kids@11 groups. You don’t have to have done this before, just be
willing to share faith in an age-appropriate way with our children and young
people, and be part of the Kids@11 team. Training will be given. You will also
need to get a DBS check (we do this for you).
If you’re interested in being involved with Kids@11, please contact
Becca Chamberlain at families@stfaithslee.org.uk
-------------------------------

PA team help needed - especially at the Parish Eucharist

As we look towards a more normal pattern of services, we need some extra
people to help with the PA system, especially at the Parish Eucharist. This is an
important role, so we can all hear and so that people joining from home can do
so. Full training will be given, and it’s really not as scary as it looks! Please
contact Jon Mcdonald if you’re interested, on 07500 115593.
Our vision is to be a welcoming innovative Christian community of all
ages and all stages of faith, nurturing spiritual growth, and
representing God’s living presence in our town.

Women4Women Coffee Morning in person!
The next Women4Women coffee meeting is in
person! Wednesday 16th June 10am at On
The Water (previously Leon’s). Put this date in
your diary now! If you would like to join us for
coffee and chat, please do come along. Details
here: https://stfaithslee.org/women4women/
Do spread the word and share the web page with anyone whom you think
would value attending, including people outside the church community. We
look forward to seeing you! Mary
---------------------------------------At our last Women4Women coffee morning, on Zoom, we shared some fun
exercises for keeping you fit and helping with mobility as we exit lockdown.
Doing these simple exercises can make it easier to go out on your own after a
period of being confined indoors. Strengthening your muscles is also likely to
improve your mood, help your sleeping patterns, bring benefits for your
overall health and wellbeing as well as preventing deconditioning.
You can find them here:
https://www.csp.org.uk/public-patient/keeping-active-and-healthy/
staying-healthy-you-age/staying-strong-you-age/strength
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/exercise/sitting-exercises/
----------------------------------------

Annual Parochial Church Meeting - 4th July

The APCM is an opportunity to think about the life of the church, and to elect
new churchwardens and PCC members. This year the APCM will take place
at 3pm on Sunday 4th July. We’re holding it much later than usual so that
hopefully we can meet in person. Do put the date in your diary.

Parish Centre news

The Parish Centre reopened on Monday 17th May. There are still pandemic
restrictions in place, so not everything can restart yet, but most of the regular
exercise classes are back. For more information have a look at the new
Parish Centre website:

www.stfaithsparishcentre.org.uk

Plant Sale
Saturday
5 June
10.30-12.30
So far this year, we
have encountered
some very cold growing weather to the extent most plants are about 3 to 4
weeks late. If you have been growing plants for the sale and they are still on the
small side, do not despair, the Vicar’s rhubarb will not be ready either!! We
shall have another stall at the scheduled Fete on 17th July to which you can bring
them and hopefully they will have grown bigger by then.
If you have plants to sell on the 5th, please bring them if possible to
the Lowry Room around 3pm on Friday 4th June.
Finally, if you are purchasing items, we would ask you to bring shopping bags or
containers as of course, there is now a shortage of plastic bags. There will also
be a Traidcraft stall at the Plant Sale.
Any questions, please get in touch with Frank and Cecily on
023 9255 2717.
The next Traidcraft stall in the church will be Sunday 13th
June.

Can you help organise the Summer Fete?
This Summer Fete is going to be a special one - the first in 2 years, and
perhaps one of the first community gatherings in Lee since the lifting of
pandemic restrictions. We’d like to make it really good, and we need a small
team of people to make it happen!
If you’re one of the 30 people who responded to the Finance and Giving
Questionnaire in February who said you’d be prepared to help with organizing
events, or if you just would like to help, we’d love to hear from you.
Please let Paul know if you’d like to help organise the Summer Fete details on the back page.

Contactless giving to the church
Over the last year many of us have got used
to paying for shopping by contactless card and we now have a contactless donation
unit in the church.
To give in this way, you just choose the
amount you want to give, and tap your card
on the reader at the top. You can Gift Aid
the gift if you want to, and also receive an
email receipt.
The new contactless donation point is next to the sound desk near the south
entrance. Do feel free to use it!

Coffee and Chat - stopping for now
Now that we can meet in person again, and the weather is
(hopefully!) better, we have decided to pause our weekly
Coffee and Chat gathering on Zoom. We will restart later
in the year, when the weather worsens.
Over the summer, we plan to meet once a month in someone’s garden.
Details to follow – and everyone will be welcome. Thanks to Carolyn
Marshall and Karen Hooper for organising Coffee and Chat over the last few
months.
------------------------

Thank you from Ann Dent

Ann and her family, would like to thank everybody at church for their help,
support and prayers over recent months. This
has been greatly appreciated she is now recovering very well and we look forward to seeing
Ann again soon.

Thank you from Mike and Lili James
We would like to say a huge thankyou to
everybody at St Faiths for all your prayers and
good wishes over the last few weeks. Baby
Megan came home from the neonatal unit on
the 16th May and is now, by God's grace, in
excellent health. Thankyou again to all our
family here at St Faiths.

For your prayers in these weeks

Collect for Trinity Sunday (30th May)
Almighty and everlasting God,
you have given us your servants grace, by the confession of a true faith,
to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity and
in the power of the divine majesty to worship the Unity:
keep us steadfast in this faith, that we may evermore be defended
from all adversities; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Collect for 1st Sunday after Trinity (6th June)
O God, the strength of all those who put their trust in you,
mercifully accept our prayers and,
because through the weakness of our mortal nature
we can do no good thing without you, grant us the help of your grace,
that in the keeping of your commandments
we may please you both in will and deed;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Those who are unwell: Rose Pugh, Rebecca Hawkins, Andrew George,
Rona Johnson, Celia Millet, David Rowlands and Mick Dennison.
Those who have died: Sarah, Julia & Graham Overson, Joyce Funnell and
Margaret May
Anniversaries of death: 31st May: John Rosam, 2nd June: William Elford and
9th June: Brian Hayles
Please pray for:
• True peace between Israel and the Palestinians
• Our government as they make decisions around coronavirus restrictions
• Our plans for the future, including the return to “normal” services

Morning Prayer on Facebook
There won’t be any Morning Prayer on Facebook 31 May to 4 June. Morning
Prayer on Facebook will restart on Monday 7 June.

How to honestly face
the oddities of the Bible
A review of the intriguing
new book by Kristin
Swenson, A Most Peculiar Book: The Inherent Strangeness of the Bible. Her thesis
is that the Bible is weird - much weirder than we tend to realise - and that
such peculiarity needs to be faced rather that dismissed or ducked. It’s a
minefield the review helps us navigate. https://bit.ly/3hDTzSP
Rapid-Onset Gender Dysphoria – a real cultural phenomenon
Some are calling this sudden rise of dysphoria in teens – particularly young,
female teens – a significant and real trend. The Tavistock Centre in London,
the UK’s main gender clinic, treated 17 females in 2009 and 1740 in 2019… a
5000% increase. But is the answer to ROGD in hormones or surgeries?
https://bit.ly/3bruqGQ
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